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POLICY/PURPOSE:  

The Cedar Rapids Police Department (CRPD) purchases the officer’s body armor. Because of this, routine wearing 
of body armor is mandatory. Routine wearing of body armor is required during uniformed duty time. In pre-planned 
or high-risk situations body armor will be worn by any department personnel entering the area. [41.3.5; 41.3.6] 

  

Under normal conditions body armor should be worn under the uniform shirt. During emergency situations, and/or 
with the approval of a supervisor, body armor could be worn on the outside of uniform and clothing.  All body armor 
will be maintained in good condition, this includes outside cover, inside cover, and ballistic panels. During training 
with live ammunition, wearing of body armor is mandatory. [22.2.5] 

 

GENERAL PROVISIONS FOR BODY ARMOR: 

Officers will wear their provided body armor while on duty with the following exceptions: 

  

 While in court for the purpose of testifying. 

 Attending a conference. 

 Command staff, criminal investigations, and administrative services personnel normally performing duties. 

 When performing undercover assignments where the wearing of body armor may jeopardize the officer 
and/or the operation. 

 When medical and/or weather conditions are such that wearing body armor may create a hazard to an 
officer's health. The shift supervisor may waive the wearing of body armor for a specific period if the 
affected officer(s) will be subject to prolonged physical activity with a temperature of 90 degrees or higher 
and/or a heat index of 90 degrees or higher. 

   

Vest will be cycled every five years; this replacement will be controlled and managed by the quartermaster. [17.5.2; 
41.3.5]  Should an officer need to replace their ballistic vest sooner than the customary five year replacement cycle 
due to a problem with the vest, or it no longer fitting properly the following process will be followed: 

  

 The officer will notify their immediate supervisor and quartermaster in writing (e-mail) of the issues with 
their vest, or an out of cycle request for a new vest. 

 The quartermaster will work with the manufacture to ensure proper fit, or handle vest issues.  The 
quartermaster will notify the division commander if the replacement is questionable. 

 

SPECIAL RESPONSE TEAM (SRT)/HAZARDOUS DEVICES UNIT (HDU): 
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SRT/HDU members are issued several types of additional ballistic protection. These additional levels of protection 
will be used/worn in high risk situations when actively engaging a threat; the SRT and HDU commanders have the 
responsibility of ensuring ballistic protection based on the threat situation. [41.3.6] 

 

 
 
 

 

 


